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Monday, Ju ly 22, 1940 

: U. S. DEPARTMENT OF UBOR : 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION 

Washington • ' 

EMBROIDERY MINIMUM WAGE C0M1;ITTEE APPOINTED 

Appoin-tment of a committee of twelve members to i n v e s t i g a t e commercial embroid

ery opera t ions and t o recomm.end a minimum wage for t h i s i n d u s t r y was announced t o 

day by Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, Admin i s t r a to r of the Wage and Hour Div i s ion , • 

United S t a t e s Departmont of Labor. |_ 

? Msx Meyer of Now York, Chainnan of the M i l l i n e r y S t a b i l i z a t i o n Committee and a 

member of the New York S ta t e Mediation Board w i l l be chainnan. ; 

. . Other members a r e : , ' -

For t h e Publ ic •; 

Kenneth L. M. P ray , Dean of t h e Pennsylvania School of Socia l Work, P h i l a d e l p h i a 
Miss E l i z a b e t h S, Magoe, Executi-vrc S e c r e t a r y , Consumers' League of Ohio,Cleveland 
Clyde E. Dankert, A s s i s t a n t P ro fesso r of Economics, Dartmouth Col loge, He'jiover,N.l 

For the Employers - • - , , . ' -, -

A.braham Friedensohn of Publ ic Art Embroidery, I n c . , Now York Ci ty ! 
Louis Kneo, S ta r Binding and Trin-aing Corporat ion, New York Ci ty 
Ernes t Mosmann of John Mossman & Sons, I n c . , North Borgon, Now J e r s e y 
Mart in Somers, Wost Side Bra id ing & Embroidery Co., Chicago 

For the Employees • -, 

Frank C o l a i u t i of the Tex t i l e Workers Union of America, New York Ci ty 
Z. L, Freedman, Manager of t h e Embroidery "o rkers Union, Local #66 , of the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Lad ie s ' Gannent Workers ' Union, Nev/ York Ci ty 
Abraham P l o t k i n , Manager of t h e Embroidery Workers Union, Local #212, of t h e 

I n t e m a t i o n a l Lad ies ' Garment Workers ' Union, Chicago 
Freder ick F . Umhey, Execu-tive S e c r e t a r y of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a d i e s ' Garment 

Vi'orkerd'Union, New York City -. 

Commercial embroidering i s c a r r i e d on both i n f ac to ry and i n the home. Em

b r o i d e r y for the apparel i n d u s t r y was considored by Committoe No. 2 under the Fa i r 

Labor Standards Act, the appare l committoe, which made -two rocommendations—one 

t h a t 40 cen t s an hour be pa id i n embroidery or in tho manufacture of ombroidery, 

p l e a t i n g , s t i t c h i n g , bonnaz, c r o c h e t i n g , c rochet beading, r h i n e s t o n e t r imn ing , eye -

l o t s (except automatic e y e l e t s ) , n a i l h e a d s , binding and p i p i n g ; and 32-1/2 conts an 

hour for tho manufacture of hand-erabroidory and hand-machine embroidery,and S o h i f f l i 
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, In his Findings and Opinion approving recommended schedules for 25 divisions 

of the apparel industry, the Administrator refused the two embroidery recommenda

t ions as being vmsupported by the evidence. • -', 

The defini t ion drafted for th© proposed Embroideries Industry Coranittoe i n 

cludes not only the f i e ld covered by tho Embroideries Di-dsion of the Apparol 

Industry but also includes the manufacture of embroideries for any use. Thus in 

cluded vdl l bo the production of embroideries for uso in tho t e x t i l e , mi l l inery , 

and othor indus t r i e s . 

I Since then a comprehonsi-ve wago study of ombroidery operations has boon made 
- " ) • 

by tho Buroau of Labor Statistics and tho committee will havo for its consideration 

an economic report based on this wago study prepared by the Research and Statistics 
• . - ' i - -

Branch of the YJ'age and Hour Division. ' - • • y 

; For the purpose of establishing a minimum wage, tho Embroideries Industry is 

defined for the committee as» 

"The production of a l l kinds of hand and machino-made embroideries and orna
mental s t i t ch ings , including, but not by way of l imi ta t ion, tucking, sh i r r ing , 
smocking, hemstitching, hand ro l l ing , fagoting, bonnaz embroidery, appliqu'e , 
crochet beading,hand drawing, machino drawing, rhinestone trimming, sequin trimming, 
spangle t r inning, eyelets , passementerie, p lea t ing , the applicat ion of rhinestones 
and nailheads, Schiff l i embroidery and laces , burnt-out lacos and velvets , Sv/iss 
hand loom machine embroidery, thread s p l i t t i n g , embroidery throad cut t ing , acsllop 
cut t ing , laco cutt ing, laco making-up, meking-up of embroidered yard goods, s t ra ight 
cutt ing of embroidery and cutt ing out of embroidery, embroidery trimmings, bindings, 
pipings, ond emblems; pro-dded, howovor, tha t (1) the foregoing, when produced or 
performed by a manufacturer of a gantiont, fabr ic or other a r t i c l e for use on such 
ganncnt, fabr ic , or other a r t i c l e , and (2) tho moniofacturo of covered buttons and 
buckles, shall not be included." \ 

^ The working of t h i s defini t ion was explained in a memorandum to Colonel Fleming 

from Burton E. Oppenhelm, Director of the Industry Cormittee Branch of the Di-dsion^^ 

as follows: 

"Only tho production of separate embroidery ostablishments i s covered by the 
dofini t ion. Not covered are offibroidcries 'produced or performed hy a m.anufacturer 
of a garment, fabric or other a r t i c l e for uso on such garment, fabric or othor 
a r t i c l e . ' As an i l l u s t r a t i o n , whon a manufacturer of i n fan t s ' and chi ldren 's 
outerwear has embroidery work dono by his ov/n employees, such embroidery is not 
covered by the def in i t ion . If, however, he hr-s the work dono by a separate em
broidery manufacturer t ha t production i s included under tho Embroideries Industry 
dof in i t ion. Tho manufacti/re of covered buttons and buckles is excluded from t h i s 
def ini t ion becauso i t i s included in tho Apparel Wage Order." 

^ (5013) 



- 3 -

"The operations and products speci f ica l ly Mentioned in the def in i t ion fal l 
into the following categories: ( l ) machine made (2) hand made, and (3) machine 
or hand made. Under these divisions we find: 

(1) Machine made • • 
^ ' 1 . . . I I , 

Bonnaz embroidery 

Embroideries made on a 3onnaz or Cornely machine which produces em
broidery only on the surface, the reverse side being caught by a bobbin. 

Schiff l i enbroidery and laces 

Embroideries made on a permanent basic material by a Schiff l i machine 
which produces the embroidery only on the surface, the s t i t c h being caught 
on the reverse side, by means of a shut t le which forms a loop. The work 
i s similar to Bonnaz em.broidcry. Schiff l i lacos (also known as burnt-out 
laces) are embroideries made by a Schiff l i machine on a basic mater ia l , 
which i s l a te r cliomic:lly ob l i t e ra t ed . 

Burnt-out laces and velvets • 

Lacos and velvets v^ore the base i s chemically ob l i t e ra t ed , and not 
necessar i ly made on a Schif f l i machine. , 

Swiss hand loom mac'hine embroidery 

Embroidery made on a Svdss hand loom machino, which h£is neither 
shut t le nor bobbin. The thread i s carriod through the fabric and the 
firdshed product resembles hand embroidery. 

Bindings ' 

Narrow s t r ips of mater ia l usually cut on the b i a s , (diagonally to the 
texture) which may be f l a t or folded, p la in or ornamented. 

Pipings 

Folded materials, plain or with cord inserted, used as a decorative 
trimming on edges of apparel, upholstery, Icnp shades, etc. 

Trimmi'ngs 

Ornamental edgings made of pipings, braids , gimps (hoa-vy thread) , 
e t c . , s t i tched or fagoted into designs. 

Machine drav/ing 

The drawing out, by machine, of pa ra l l e l threads from cloth to create 
open work designs. 

p leat ing ' ' 

Folds laid in cloth by moans of a crease, which remains as a per
manent par t of tho orncnentation and i s secured by a stocn process . 
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(2) Hand made 

Hand embroidery 

Orncnontal s t i tch ing with noodle and throad on garment, fabric or 
othor a r t i c l e . 

Hand ro l l ing 

Tho ro l l ing and hemming of a fine edge of ma te r i a l . 

Hand drawing 

The drawing out by hand of pa ra l l e l threads from c lo th to create 
open work designs. 

Crochet-beading 

The application of beads by means of a orochet needle which fastens 
•/ the threads bet.veen the beads to the ma te r i a l . 

Rhinestone trimming ., " 

Br i l l i an t im3.tation stones, or beads, made of glass and pas te , sewn 
on for ornamentation. 

Sequin trimming ' y 

A metal disk or spangle s t i tched ou for ornamentation. 

Spangle trimming 

Small b i t s of material or any composition that sparkles,which aro 
st i tched on to form an ornament. 

Passonenterie 

The braiding into designs, of p lea t ing , cording or other narrow 
fabr ics . 

Lace making-m 
The mE k̂ing up of lace on cards for sale to wholesalers or uso by 

manufacturers. 

Msking-up of embroidered yard goods 

The making up of embroideries into bol ts of goods, for sale to 
wholesalers or for uso by -anufacturers . 

Cutting out of embroidery * 

Cutting out of embroidered motifs, liko medallions, chevrons, e t c , 

(3) Machino or hand made 

Ornamental s t i tching 

St i tching, e i ther singlo or in rows, to form ornamentation. (5013) 
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Sti tching on a narrow fold or p l e a t , singly or in c l u s t e r s , ^ • 

Shirring 

Rows of close pa ra l l e l s t i t ch ing , the threads being drav/n togothor to 
create fullness in the mater ia l . 

Smocking 

Ornamental shi r r ing, in which designs arc produced by fancy s t i t c h e s . 

HemstitcMng , ' 

The fastening of the remaining cross threads, after tho drawing out p ro
cess , into smt.ll, oven and successi-ve c lu s t e r s , by means of a throad. 

Nai1hoads, and Rhinestones • 

Tho applicat ion of smell decorative motifs of metal or enamel into fabric 
by mems of prongs. < 

Fagoting • 

The joining of two finished edges or any numbor of pieces of mate r ia l , 
by decorative s t i t ches , to from an oponwork space bo-twoen tho mate r i a l . 

Applique ' • -": 

Tho process of sewing motifs which form a design onto a base ma te r i a l . 

Eyelets 

Small perforations embroidered for decoration. 

Thread splitting 

The splitting of the stitches which connect one motif with another on 
Schiffli embroideries and lacos. 

Embroidery thread cutting 

The removal of tho split threads from embroidered material. 

Scallop cuttinn- , ' 

- - - -- I I . -

The trimming away of the matorial lea-dng the embroiderod scalloped edge. 

Lace cut t ing 
The cutt ing out of laco into edgings or i n se r t i ons . , ' , 

St ra ight-cut t ing of ombroidory 
The cutting, of embroidered material into s t r i p s to be used as insert ions 

or triKHiings. ' . • 
Emblems 

Embroidered insignia or motifs for decoration on mi l i t a ry , servico, 
fraternal and othor apparel, caps and ha t s , or other a r t i c l e s . " 

No Wo.ge order vdll be issued for the industry un t i l a public hearing at which 
a l l in teres ted par t i es may appear i s held in Washington. (Federal Registori July 
19, 1940) # # # (5013) 
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